Chatham:  His Work and its Results
day he appeared at his office in the Prado, with a shade over eyes that looked red and angry. His sight, he said, was failing; the inflammation proved indeed to be temporary only; it had been produced artificially by some ointment. The device, however, succeeded and Wall obtained his discharge. During the ten years he directed the foreign politics of Spain, Wall proved himself more than a match for the combined diplomacy and diplomatists of Western Europe. Bristol, high bred, honourable, but never properly grounded in the elements of his trade, was systematically hoodwinked by him. Pitt's private agents were bamboozled. Only Pitt himself was not to be caught.
Pitt's diplomacy attained its object for two reasons. In an age when the giving and taking of bribes, from the highest to the lowest, was universal, he trusted no foreign statesman or sovereign. He checked the reports received from his ambassadors by the inquiries of his secret agents; in the background of hispeaceful international machinery he had stationed an army and navy, at a cost of between eight and nine millions, increased by 100,000 men.
What were the exact means by which Pitt had acquired the knowledge that had shown itself in his whole scheme of international policy and in this strengthening of the national resources as the only method of giving to that policy effect ? The details involved in an answer to this question will also serve to explain the secret of the great minister's resignation. Throughout the eighteenth century, Turin was the chief centre of political intrigue in Southern Europe. The English representative at this capital was Sir James Stewart Mackenzie. His first secretary who
afterwards became his successor, was a certain Lewis
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